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woods, in incense, balsam, precious metals and stones, rich
also in animals, for there are caraelopards, cheetas, panther^,
dog-headed apes, and long-tailed monkeys ; winged creaturefr
with strange feathers flew up to the boughs of wenderful
trees, especially of the incense-tree and cocoanut-palm. Such
was the conception of the Egyptian Ophir, doubtless the coast
of the modern Somaliland which lies in view of Arabia,
though divided from it by the sea," s
The writer has undoubtedly noticed some resemblance of
the physical characteristics of Somaliland with the above
description of the Land of Punt to enable him to identify the
latter country with the .former. But the above description
equally well applies to the Malabar coast of Southern India
which is also u a distant country, washed by the great sea,
full of valleys and hills, rich in ebony and other valuable
woods, etc." The animals mentioned in the above extract.
are all natives of Southern India, excepting, perhaps, the
camelopard which is now a native of Africa. Southern India
having been in ancient times joined with Africa, the camel
opard, or the giraffe, abo might have been one of its fauna,
though it subsequently became extinct; or the animal might
have been the Sambhar or the Nilghau which- was probably
mistaken for, or likened with the giraffe. The incense was
probably derived from the sandal-wood of the Malabar coast,
which was so eagerly sought for in the ancient civilised world.
We have seen that sandal, ebony, precious stones, apes,
peacocks, etc., used to be brought from the Malabar coast to
ancient Babylonia, and as there was an established commer*
cial intercourse between Western Asia and India, it is most
likely that ancient Egypt also drew her supplies from that
country. The Land of Punt, therefore, could not but be the
Malabar Coast of India, " the land of the P4$dyas," With
regard to Somaliland, there is no proof that it was inhabited
by any civilised people in ancient times, from which they
i   ftfd, Vol. I, p. 108.
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